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From Dr. Aidsand F. Wright-Riggins III, Executive Director 

of The American Baptist Home Mission Societies: 

 

“The America for Christ (AFC) Offering 2015 theme—“Discipleship: A Journey of Grace”—serves to remind 

our American Baptist family that mission and ministry are rooted in service that manifests and extends 

the grace of God. 

 

“Redemptive grace is focused most clearly in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We might 

refer to Jesus as Grace himself, as Grace in the flesh, as Grace walking around.  The grace of Christ can 

inspire us in transformative ways to change our awareness of ourselves, of our potential as human be-

ings, and our awareness of God’s gracious purpose for us, and through us, for all creation.  It is this 

changed awareness that recognizes a still more specialized form of grace—a grace extended to those 

who serve God’s hope for all in Christ.  This is the journey of grace available as spiritual power for the 

sake of others.  Jesus exhibited this kind of power and challenged us to do the same.” 

 

Wedgwood Community Church will officially collect this offering during the month of March, but your con-

tributions are welcome at any time.   

 

          A collection jar for the AFC offering will be available at the Valentine’s Banquet for donations. 

 

 -- Ellen Brown   

Tickets $20 for adults 

($10 for children aged 12 and under) 

February 14, 2015 

     6:00 PM  

See Linea for tickets and seating selection 
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Pastor’s Pieces 
 

Coming Together for Lent 
 

These are not “business as usual” times at Wedgwood.  As you survey the Wedgletter this 

month you will see that there is a clear theme of hope in the midst of loss.  That is the 

theme of every Lent/Easter season, but this year it comes closer to home.  To help us 

make our way through this time, there are events and series that help us to reflect on hope 

both individually and together.  Here is how we have intentionally designed the next two 

months to meet our needs: 

 

Hope and Loss:  Hope and loss are two sides of the same coin.  Loss inevitably comes into everyone’s life and 

the ability to make it through loss in a healthy way depends on establishing hope before the loss happens and 

discovering even more hope as we move through it.  Toward that goal our Lenten small group theme this year is 

“Keeping Hope Alive.”  There will be four sessions with Bible reflections, a contemporary author’s reflections 

and plenty of opportunity for discussion.  The worship theme for Lent is “Healthy Grieving.”  Sermons will 

reflect on Biblical principles of grieving and the tasks that we each must accomplish to deal with the pain while 

retaining the love and meaning gained from the relationship lost. 

 

Ash Wednesday (February 18, 6 PM) Losing Something for Lent.  There is a long tradition of giving some-

thing up for Lent.  As part of the service we will consider whether God is leading us to give up what distracts us 

from the God’s gift of life. 

 

“Good Grief:  A healthy response to loss”  (Sunday, March 15, 1:15-2:15 PM)  This discussion draws out the 

interests and issues which surfaced in the sermons during Lent.  How can we help friends who experience 

grief?  What do we say when we can’t think of anything to say?  Why do these things happen?  These and many 

more questions and issues will be discussed during our one-hour conversation. 

 

Movie Night (Saturday, March 21, 6 PM)  The Son of God is the most recent film depicting Christ’s life, death 

and resurrection.  We have the opportunity to take away a visual reminder of how Jesus loves us and how we 

can respond. 

 

Maundy Thursday (April 2, 7 PM)  This candlelight service recounts the Last Supper (Communion service) 

and the day Christ died.  Without this experience during holy week, it is very difficult to emotionally make 

sense of the Easter Celebration.  Without loss it is difficult to feel the power of hope. 

 

Easter Morning Worship (April 5, 11 AM)  This is the most joyful day of the year.  If you are going to come 

to worship any time this year, this is the day! I can feel the power of that day coming already.  What a wonder-

ful celebration.  The power of this miracle of eternal life from God never decreases, never flattens, never grows 

tired.  The resurrection is always the riveting/relevant hope of every life.  It is the story of life lost and the hope 

that comes from beyond human hope. 

 

We look forward to seeing you and celebrating hope in the midst of a loss-filled world. 

 

  

           Pastor Wim 
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February and Lenten Calendar 

 
February 1  Guest Preacher Rev. Rick Barlow 

Rev. Barlow is known best at Wedgwood Community Church as the Regional Representative for the 

American Baptist Foundation.  Recently he facilitated for us the Bridge for the Future funds that were held 

in trust by the ABC Foundation until they were matched by donations.  He also serves as a minister at Mt. 

Zion Baptist Church in Seattle.   

 

February 8  Guest Preacher Bruce Wallace 

Mr. Wallace regularly helps to lead the Wedgwood Community Church worship service at St. Anne’s Nurs-

ing and Rehabilitation Center in Lake City.  Our February 8 Worship Sunday will be fashioned after the St. 

Anne’s worship, with lots of singing from an “old favorite” songbook, prayers, and other elements of wor-

ship in an informal style. 

 

February 15  Suffering Servant       Isaiah 53:1-12 

This last of the servant songs reminds us why Isaiah is called the fifth gospel.  The passages seem so clearly 

to describe Jesus’ substitutionary atonement given for us on the cross one can hardly imagine anyone miss-

ing it.  In these verses we are back to the foundation stones of orthodox Christianity. 

 

February 18  Ash Wednesday (6-7 PM)     Matthew 16:24-28  

Jesus calls us to deny ourselves as a mark of discipleship.  We already deny ourselves the satisfaction of 

many impulsive desires that would ruin our lives.  What can we deny ourselves during this season that will 

draw us closer to Christ? 

 

February 22 Keeping Hope Alive:  Lenten Small Groups begin through this week and continue through 

the week before Palm Sunday at various locations and times. 

 

 

Series on Healthy Grieving  
 

 

February 22 Partnership for Life       Matthew 16:13-20 

The meaning of life is found in our love relationship with other people.  We share with them points of 

meaning.  The more points of meaning, the more attached to them we become.  Like the apostle Peter, when 

we consider the loss of such a person in our lives we recoil in disbelief.  It can feel like an emotional ampu-

tation; the meaning of our shared life becomes empty. 

 

March 1 Accepting the Reality of Loss    Matthew 16:21-26  

The stark reality of death and loss is difficult to accept.  It often takes irrefutable evidence not only that they 

have really lost the deceased, but also that they have hope, that they can survive, that their life has meaning 

without the one they have lost. 
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March 8 Working Through the Pain of Grief   John 11:21-37 

The depth of grief a person experiences is usually proportionate to the depth of love for the one lost.  Ex-

pressions of pain are often discouraged and a limit is put on the length of time for grieving by a society 

which has no hope that can face the reality of death.  

  

March 15 Adjusting to Life Without the One Who Was Lost Luke 24:13-27 

Grieving does not mean forgetting.  Grieving means finding a way to live meaningful lives without the one 

lost.  At first that adjustment often does not seem possible.  Yet, with God all things are possible. 

 

March 22 Relocating the Deceased and Moving On   Luke 24: 28-34 

The deceased will always be part of the loved one’s life; only now the relationship has changed signifi-

cantly.  It is different in the loss of a loved one, but we gain some understanding in the disciples’ redefining 

of their relationship with Christ after the resurrection.   

 

March 29  Palm Sunday       Matthew 21:1-11 

Jesus and Non-violence:  The donkey on which Jesus rode into Jerusalem was a clear indication that Jesus 

was not a king in the conventional sense.  He did not control armies which would take territory by the edge 

of a sword.  His strategy was more subtle and more permanent. 

 

April 2 Maundy Thursday (7-8 PM)    Multiple Passages 

This communion and candlelight service recounts the last supper and the day Christ died.   We will sing, 

read scripture, and pray through these pivotal moments in our lives two thousand years ago. 

 

April 4 Easter Egg Hunt (10 AM-1 PM) at Wedgwood Community Church   

 

April 5  (Easter) Resurrection Day    Matthew 28:1-10 

The hope that survives death and cynicism emerges from the grave on the third day.  We celebrate life after 

death and the sense of meaning that makes it worth living. 

 

          Pastor Wim 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

WEBSITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Be sure to visit our church website at 

http://www.wedgwoodchurch.org 
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Keeping Hope Alive:  For a Tomorrow We Cannot Control 
Lenten Small Group Bible Study 

 
Hope, along with faith and love, is a key ingredient of active life with God.  You are invited to explore 

your hope during four small group sessions between February 18 and March 29.  These topics are drawn 

from the book Keeping Hope Alive by Lewis Smedes* but the sessions do not assume you have read the 

book.  The book is available at local bookstores or through Amazon (including shipping:  $4.00 used, 

$16.30 new).   

 

This series is meant to support and enrich your experience of Pastor Wim’s Lenten Sermon Series “Good 

Grief” on the process of healthy grieving.  Each session will include interactive Bible study, personal re-

flection, and discussion.  The four session topics are (as quoted from the book’s chapter summaries): 

 

Imagining is the stuff hope is made of.  Hope is at the door whenever we see beyond “what is” to 

“what can be.”  And when we see within “what is” the potential for what can be.  We do not have 

to see it all, nor need we see it in fine detail, but we need to see enough to convince us that what 

we imagine is what, in our spirit’s deep places, we truly want. 

Hope is our most precious energy source.  Hope is the energy to strive for what we hope for. We 

keep striving as long as we keep hoping.  If you lose hope you lose desire, you lose your dream, 

you lose your faith, and you lose your inner power to strive for the better future you can imagine, 

but cannot control.  

Hope is the strength to do nothing, when nothing can be done.  Waiting is what it means to be hu-

man, those creatures who by themselves cannot bring about what they hope for.  We wait in the 

darkness for a flame we cannot light, we wait in fear for a happy ending we cannot write.  We wait 

for a not yet that feels like a not ever.  Waiting is sometimes the hardest work of hope.  

When our dearest hopes die, is there hope to fall back on? Human hoping is always a gamble with 

pain of the very worst kind.  When we pin our happiness on what we hope for, our reward may be 

the most wretched kind of sadness.  Whenever our dearest hopes are crushed, we face this crisis:  

Do we have a fall-back hope to carry us through the times when the hope we leaned on collapses? 

 

*Lewis Smedes was a renowned Christian author, ethicist, and theologian.  He was a professor of theol-

ogy and ethics for twenty-five years at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California.  His 15 

books, including the popular Forgive and Forget, covered some important issues including sexuality and  

forgiveness. (Wikipedia) 

 

To find out when small groups are meeting and/or sign up for a group, contact Pastor Wim at  

425-777-0630 or 206-522-5778. 

 

  

 Pastor Wim 
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EVERGREEN NEWS 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Be sure to read Evergreen Notes, the monthly newsletter of the Evergreen Association of American 
Baptist Churches.  It gives us regional, national, and international news of our brother and sister 
churches.  We can access this newsletter at the following website: 
 

http://www.evergreen-abc.org/newsletter.html 

 

BOOK CLUB 
 

 

For February, our book club 

will be reading Moloka’i by 

Alan Brennert.  This historical 

novel is gritty and gripping.  

Everyone is welcome to join 

us. If you have a book sugges-

tion, please let Kris know.  We enjoy read-

ing and discussing fiction and non-fiction 

works.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday evening, March 21, from  

6-9 PM, the movie The Son of God will be 

shown in the church Fellowship Hall.  The 

Son of God spans the time from Christ’s hum-

ble birth through his teachings, crucifixion, 

and ultimate resurrection.  It is rated PG-13.  

There will be snacks at two breaks—in the 

middle of the movie and before our half-hour 

discussion at the end. 

    -- Pastor Wim 
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We are including the birthdays of 
our American Baptist Special Inter-
est Missionaries, including their 
children.  If you would like to send 
a birthday greeting, email, or finan-
cial support, please contact Ellen 
Brown for their mailing or email  
addresses. 
 

February 

  1 – Margueritte Nsimba 

  6 – Aimee Keith 

  8 – Gary Baits* 

15 – Betty Carter 

19 – Mason Klein 

20 – Gregg Romberger 

23 – Karl Schwede 

24 – Ellen Jenner 

25 – Bruce Wallace 

28 – Austin Brown 

 

March 

  5 – Matthew Hwang** 

  7 – John Bigas 

10 – Pat Kemp 

14 – Nancy Darnell 

14 – Shirley Harlow 

14 – Sean Brown 

16 – Sura Charlier 

17 – Miki Hwang** 

21 – Charlette Tapsoba 

22 – Dick Langham 

29 – Linea Croly 

 

 *Special Interest Missionary 

**Child of Special Interest Missionary 

 

Church Humor 
 

  

 

 

Cheap at Twice 

the Price 

A man and his young son went to church, and when they 
came out the father was complaining that the service 
was too long, the preacher was no good, and the singing 
was off-key.  Finally the little boy said, "Daddy, I thought 

it was pretty good for a dime." 

 

Go, Seahawks! 



 

 

  

BULLETIN BOARD 

Read the Bible in One Year (February 1—28) 

Day Old Testament    New Testament   Psalms & Proverbs 

 

136 Ruth 1, Ruth 2    John 9:1-34    Proverbs 12:8-17 

137 Ruth 3, Ruth 4    John 9:35-41, John 10:1-21  Psalm 62:1-12 

138 1 Samuel 1, 1 Samuel 2:1-26  John 10:22-42    Psalm 63:1-11 

139 1 Samuel 2:27-36, 3, 4   John 11:1-44    Psalm 64:1-10 

140 1 Samuel 5, 1 Samuel 6, 1 Samuel 7 John 11:45-57, John 12:1-11  Proverbs 12:18-27 

141 1 Samuel 8, 9, 10:1-8   John 12:12-26    Psalm 65:1-13 

142 1 Samuel 10:9-27, 11, 12  John 12:37-50, John 13:1-17  Psalm 66:1-12 

143 1 Samuel 13, 1 Samuel 14:1-23  John 13:18-38    Psalm 66:13-20 

144 1 Samuel 14:24-52, 1 Samuel 1  John 14:1-31    Proverbs 12:28, 13:1-9 

145 1 Samuel 16, 1 Samuel 17:1-37  John 15, John 16:1-4   Psalm 67:1-7 

146 1 Samuel 17:38-58, 1 Samuel 18 John 16:5-33, John 17:1-5  Psalm 68:1-6 

147 1 Samuel 19, 1 Samuel 20  John 17:6-26    Psalm 68:7-14 

148 1 Samuel 21, 22, 23   John 18:1-24    Proverbs 13:10-19 

149 1 Samuel 24, 1 Samuel 25  John 18:25-40    Psalm 68:15-20 

150 1 Samuel 26-28    John 19:1-27    Psalm 68:21-27 

151 1 Samuel 29-31    John 19:28-42, John 20:1-9  Psalm 68:28-35 

152 2 Samuel 1, 2 Samuel 2:1-7  John 20:10-31    Proverbs 13:20-25, 14:1-4 

153 2 Samuel 2:8-32, 2 Samuel 3:1-21 John 21:1-25    Psalm 69:1-12 

154 2 Samuel 3:22-39, 4, 5:1-5  Acts 1:1-22    Psalm 69:13-28 

155 2 Samuel 5:6-25, 2 Samuel 6  Acts 1:23-26, Acts 2:1-21  Psalm 69:29-36 

156 2 Samuel 7, 2 Samuel 8   Acts 2:22-47    Proverbs 14:4-14 

157 2 Samuel 9, 2 Samuel 10  Acts 3     Psalm 70:1-5 

158 2 Samuel 11, 2 Samuel 12  Acts 4:1-22    Psalm 71:1-8 

159 2 Samuel 13    Acts 4:23-37, Acts 5:1-11  Psalm 71:9-18 

160 2 Samuel 14, 2 Samuel 15:1-12  Acts 5:12-42    Proverbs 14:15-24 

161 2 Samuel 15:13-37, 2 Samuel 16:1-14 Acts 6, Acts 7:1-19   Psalm 71:19-24 

162 2 Samuel 16:15-23, 17, 18:1-18  Acts 7:20-43    Psalm 72:1-20 

163 2 Samuel 18:19-33, 2 Samuel 1  Acts 7:44-60, Acts 8:1-3   Psalm 73:1-14 

 

 
Items Currently Needed 

Food  
Canned Fruits  

Canned Soups & Stews 

Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef 

hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy) 

Soy Milk/Rice Milk 

Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups, 

chili) 

Pasta and Rice 

Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, ol-

ives, etc.) 

Cooking oil 

Other Items 

Bar Soap 

Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Pet Food 

Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags 

Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes 


