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Editor-in-Chief: Ellen Brown

The Public Relations Committee is concerned about readership of the Wedgletter and would like to
poll the congregation on whether or not they read the newsletter, what works well, and what could be
better. To that end, please review and reply to the following questions proposed by the PR
Committee. You can email your responses to Colleen Williams at colleenblaine@hotmail.com or Ellen
Brown at ellenmbrown@earthlink.net.
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Wedgletter Survey

If you have a personal experience for
Journey Talk, a book review, or an
article you would like to share with us,
please let Ellen Brown know by the
15th of the month and submit it to her
by the 23rd.

Wedgletter Survey

May 2016

Which articles did you read in this edition?
Which articles do you usually read?
Do you have ideas on features you would like to see in the Wedgletter that are currently
not featured?
Would you like to see more of anything else in the Wedgletter?
What do you like best about the Wedgletter?
Are you a member of Wedgwood Community Church?
Did you read the newsletter?
Thanks for taking the time to answer these questions!

Sunday

May

8

Mother’s Day Breakfast

9:30 am

Saturday

May

14

Movie Night (Do You Believe?)

6:00 pm

Sunday

May

15

Potluck Dinner

Saturday

May

21

Games Night

Tuesday

May

24

Lunch Bunch (OCB)

12:30 pm
6:00 pm
12:00 pm
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Pastor’s Piece
Connecting with Each Other

By now they have drifted off from memory. Those first few conversations you had with your best friends, the ones
that built a foundation for what was to come. Among those foundation stones were trust, mutual interest and shared
experiences. As you talked, a kind of magic wove its way through the words into your hearts. There is no formula
for this kind of magic. It is simply God’s grace.
When I was a young pastor, there were two books that introduced me to what was going on in such moments of
grace: The Miracle of Dialogue and The Awesome Power of the Listening Ear. They convinced me that speaking and
listening from the heart were both needed for relationships to begin and grow.
There are skills in both speaking and listening that enhance our ability to express the grace and spirit that God plants
in each of us. The difficulty is that when we first focus our attention on these skills they can feel awkward, like the
first time we used a shovel or a sewing machine. We thought “this just isn’t me, it feels clanky and inauthentic.”
With time, those tools became extensions of ourselves, ways we began to express ourselves in powerful, creative
ways. The skills were never enough. No matter how well we might use the tool, the passion and heart in what we
were doing was the critical difference between just getting it done and expressing creativity.
The potential for genuinely communicating in new and more powerful ways waits for us in learning new skills in
listening and sharing our own stories. There are lots of ways to make conversations more interesting. You are
invited to explore many of those ways when we gather at 12:45 PM, Sunday, June 5, in the Fellowship Hall for
“Steps to Deeper Relationships.” Learning how to connect with each other in deeper ways always enhances our
lives, but right now seems timely. We have the immediate opportunity to use these new avenues for connecting
while we gather in our small groups. So the Lay Leadership Team and I want to urge you to join us. Who knows,
you may make new best friends.
See you then,

Pastor Wim
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December Worship Themes

May Worship Themes
December 6

May 1
December 13

May 8
December 20

Esther 4:1-17 Esther becomes queen through a series of amazing
“coincidences.” When Esther’s people, Exiled Israel, are threatened with
genocide, Mordecai interprets that she may have been given her access to
power “for just such a time as this.”
Contemplation
Psalm 1
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a story
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a flower
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our
own sin
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comes
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Mothers
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celebrate
andand
mutual
respect on
which defathers who
been
forusually
their achievement
andthose
competition.
mocracies
arehave
based,
butnoted
do not
consider how
freedoms are
However,
the
real
story
is
much
more
mixed.
rooted in the coming of Jesus, both the first and the second time. Isaiah

encourages us to consider the liberation of human beings as the ministry
Pentecost
John 14:25-31
of
Jesus and our ministry.
The Holy Spirit/Helper/Comforter provides guidance for the ways we
fulfill the2:1-12
commands
Jesus has
already
The Spirit accompanies us
December 27
Matthew
The magi’s
visit
to thegiven.
infant Jesus
a congregation
towardand
theweakness
destiny for which God
brings individually
into full reliefand
theasrole
reversal of power
created us.
that often camouflage
the one who represents the power of God
in
May 15

our midst.
May 22

May 29

For Its Own Sake
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26
Pastor Wim
Much of our frustration and distrust comes from spending time and effort
for what we are not sure will ever pay off. The writer of Ecclesiastes
prompts us to do what will reward us in the doing, not in the result.
Be Happy
Ecclesiastes 9:9-10
Ecclesiastes warns that much of life is meaningless and suggests that doing
what we most enjoy may be a guide to what God has planted within our
hearts as the most meaningful.
Pastor Wim
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Evergreen Notes

Fiesta!! Cinco de Mayo celebration on May 7, 5-8 PM at Panther Lake Community
Church (hosting), 10630 SE 204th in Kent. Sponsored by Casa de Oracion. Music,
Food, Fellowship! Tickets are $15.00 per person or $30.00 per family and are
available from the Evergreen Office. Contact Clem at clemeba@comcast.net or
253-859-2226. The deadline for reservations is Tuesday, May 3.
Bar-Be-Cue Cook-Off and Dessert Auction Fundraiser on July 30, from 12 noon to 2
PM, at Cedar River Trail Park in Renton, sponsored by the Evergreen Black Caucus.
Tickets are $20.00 each and will be available soon.

Take Your Pastor/Church leader/Family/Friends to the Ball Game on Monday,
August 1, 7:10 at Safeco field. The Mariners will be playing the Red Sox. Tickets are
$17.00 each. More details are available on Page 6 of the April edition of Evergreen
Notes.
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BOOK CLUB and MOVIE NIGHT

We are including the birthdays of
our American Baptist Special
Interest Missionaries, including
their children. If you would like to
send a birthday greeting, email, or
financial support, please contact
Ellen Brown for their mailing or
email addresses.

May

The Book Club’s next selection is Karen Kingsbury’s The Bridge. This inspirational
book is one that you will enjoy reading and discussing with the group. Come join us!
On Saturday, May 14, we will show the film Do You Believe? in the Fellowship Hall,
6-9 PM. “When a pastor is shaken by the visible faith of a street-corner preacher, he
is reminded that true belief always requires action. His response ignites a journey that
impacts everyone it touches in ways that only God could orchestrate.” Bring a snack
to share and a friend to enjoy an evening of entertainment!

3 – Wendy Bernhard*
4 – Isabella Smith**
7 – Edward Noyes*
13 – Ruth Halvarson

Did You Know?

17 – Linda Rood
21 – Lee Ann Hwang*
22 – Michele Furtado
28 – Carrie Monforte
28 – Marc Smith**
29 – Jeanne Halvarson
June
1 – Julie Finstad
1 – Christine Walters
4 – Tiffany Brown
7 – Bruce Sagor
8 – Philip Smith*
11 – Robert Sillence
11 – Lev Koshkin
12 – Rod Romberger
13 – Rose Zelaya
26 – Rita Chapman*
27 – Roberta Stephens*
30 – Grace Edmark
30 – Carissa Johnson**
*Special Interest Missionary
**Child of Special Interest Missionary

The above photo is of the ancient fortress of Arad,
in Judah. Shards of pottery have recently undergone sophisticated analysis by scholars from Tel
Aviv University.
The shards (called ostraca) had previously been
dated to about 600 BC, but the 16 pieces with ink
inscriptions suggest that there was a very high
degree of literacy at all levels of society at that
time. The analysis has discerned six different authors, from a military commander to Eliashib (in
charge of the fort warehouse) and one of his subordinates. They include instructions for troop
movements and record-keeping of supplies. The
King of Judah is mentioned in one, and another
makes mention of “the house of YHWH,” referring
to the Temple in Jerusalem.
Scholars have previously attributed much of the
writings of this time period to professional scribes.
“But the new results paint a very different portrait:
The tone and nature of the inscriptions… combined with the remoteness of Arad and its links to
the kingdom’s military administration as well as
the narrowly constrained ages of the ostraca all
together suggest that literacy was widespread
among the Judahite army ranks, priests, and administrators as early as 600 BC.
“According to the (study) authors, this implies the
existence of an educational infrastructure that
may have helped to support the composition of
significant literary texts in Judah before the destruction of the first Temple.”
[[Info derived from Popular Archaeology, Spring 2016
edition]

Barbara Johnson

Church Humor

BULLETIN BOARD
New Opportunities to Support our Greater Community
Regarding used eyeglasses, we are now partnering with
Woodlawn Optical to assist in a special outreach program. All
donations are sent to Medical Ministry International in Texas.
They are then sent to a nearby optical school for repairs,
calibrations, and labeling. Finally, the glasses are sent with
the medical missionaries to deprived areas, both in the southern United States
and all through South America for free distribution; many people come from
extremely long distances in South America just for some help. Please continue
to either bring your donated glasses to the church or take them to Glenn at
Woodlawn Optical at 8032 - 35th Avenue Northeast. He’ll be glad to see you!
Please remember to contribute to the Food Bank. See the list posted below for
needed items.
Marilyn Potts

Items Currently Needed

Food
Canned Fruits
Canned Soups & Stews
Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef
hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy)
Soy Milk/Rice Milk
Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups,
chili)
Pasta and Rice
Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, olives, etc.)
Cooking oil

Other Items
Bar Soap
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste
Toilet Paper
Shampoo
Deodorant
Pet Food
Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags
Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes

