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Retired ministers, missionaries, and their widowed spouses often have limited
options to plan for the future. Medical problems, relocating, or the death of a
spouse can also cause these leaders to find themselves far from the church family
that once supported them. That is why Wedgwood Community Church will
focus on supporting the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) in
the month of December. RMMO provides financial support for the retired
ministers, missionaries, and widowed spouses who have helped build our
churches. Let us help those who served so faithfully know that they are
remembered with love and gratitude. Through the Grace of Giving, this is your
opportunity to help those in need and send a “Thank You” to those who have
made a difference in the lives of so many. Last year, Wedgwood Community
Church raised $495 to support RMMO; please help us exceed last year and reach
our goal of $500 this year. Together we can show our appreciation to those who
serve as the hands and feet of Christ in places we cannot reach on our own, and
say “Thank You” in a tangible way to those who have served in our American
Baptist family.
Victoria Wenick

Church Christmas Decorating
Holiday Concert
Christmas Potluck
Lunch Bunch—Old Country Buffet
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

10:00 AM
1:30 PM
12:30 PM
12:00 PM
7:00 PM
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Pastor’s Ponderings
Christmas Past or Christmas Future
In just a couple of weeks, my grandkids from Nairobi will be here. They are a kick. Last time
I was in Kenya, Charlie (6 years old) and I played soccer in their backyard for hours. We took
walks down the dirt road to the University which is about 10 minutes away. He rode his bike
and I walked. We named the cows that grazed in the yards and open lots. After a big rain
storm we expanded on a rut that had collected water and he rode through it on his bike over and over, each time improving on his ability to get from one end to the other of the 10-foot water challenge. The best was wrestling with
him on the rug in the living room. Sometimes he giggles so hard that he can’t really wrestle, he just lies there reeling in laughter. He is a great kid.
Since I came back, we Skype almost every week. He reads his Children’s Bible to me and sometimes I read it to
him. He amazes me sometimes with how much he can remember from the last time we read about Adam or Moses
or David. We have not gotten to the New Testament yet.
When he comes in a few weeks, I am sure he and his sister, Adia, will amaze me again with how much they have
learned in school and how fast they are growing up and how I will not be able to trick them as easily when I change
the rules of a game halfway through. As much as I cherish the memories of visiting them, I am even more thrilled
by the prospect of having them come December 10 to have new experiences with them, to connect with them better
than I ever have before, and find out that I have forgotten a lot of who they are and how much I love them. Stuff that
I only really experience when I am with them.
This all reminds me of Christmas. I can be a very sentimental person. Remembering Christmases can stir in me a
chronic and debilitating nostalgia. I just get spacey sometimes remembering the Christmas story and its impact on
Christmas celebrations when I was growing up. Even more so as a young adult, I started to wrap my head and heart
around God coming as a little baby.
Then I think of what it will be like when Christ makes His presence known in real time. That is, I think about
talking with God as I make my way through visiting with those who are having tough times, who are sick, and those
whose needs are overwhelming them. God’s blessings for me and for them are made real enough to feel. But, there
is something yet to experience, a promise yet to be fulfilled that I look forward to. I have to admit, I have no idea
what Jesus meant when He said He was coming again. I don’t know what will happen, what form it will take, how it
will unfold, any more than I know when it will happen. I look forward to it with a kind of ache, because, like you, I
love God.
At Christmastime, the past is easier to envision, because I have seen it. But Christmas future has so much more to
offer. I’m looking forward to it!

Pastor Wim
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December Worship Themes

December Worship Themes
December 6

Esther 4:1-17 Esther becomes queen through a series of amazing
“coincidences.” When Esther’s people, Exiled Israel, are threatened with
genocide, Mordecai interprets that she may have been given her access to
power “for just such a time as this.”
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Pastor
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who represents the power of God in our midst.

Pastor Wim
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Lay Leadership Team Highlights

The Lake City Holiday Project – cards with children's names and suggested gifts are now available.
Candy is handling WCC’s participation.
Garbage cans will be purchased for the Fellowship Hall for recyclables and yard waste and food/
garbage. There will be instructions above each receptacle so that the custodian does not have to sort, and
to avoid fines for the church.
Sanctuary Christmas decorating will be on Saturday, December 5, 10 AM to 12 noon. There will be two
trees. Parishioners are asked to bring an ornament or two, which will be returned to them after the holidays.
Milt Brown

Sing-Along Holiday Concert

Pastor Sean Brown at Queen Anne Baptist Church invites us to a sing-along holiday concert in their sanctuary
on Friday, December 11, at 7 PM. This event is the third in a series of musical programs presented by the
Queen Anne Baptist Church/Seattle Pacific University Music Concerts.

EVERGREEN NEWS

A Martin Luther King Day Worship Service will be held on Monday, January 18, at 6 PM at New Beginnings
Christian Fellowship. Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Haggray, Executive Director of the American Baptist Homes Mission
Societies, will preach.
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BOOKS AND MOVIES

We are including the birthdays of
our American Baptist Special Interest Missionaries, including their
children. If you would like to send
a birthday greeting, email, or financial support, please contact Ellen
Brown for their mailing or email
addresses.

December
6 – Odile Scott

The book club is currently reading Dream with Little Angels by Michael
Hiebert.
Candy reported that the book sale this summer, sponsored by the church book
club, raised $245.00. Proceeds were distributed to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society and Lake City Christmas Project (for buying gifts for
children). And five large-print Bibles were purchased for the church.
From Ed: “We are actually taking a ‘holiday vacation’ from Movie Night in
December. Our next one will be on January 23, 2016. The movie will be
Bridge of Spies, starring Tom Hanks.”

7 – Gayle Chapman*
10 – Asa Borquist**
11 – Danièle Hansen

Did You Know?

11 – Tess Hansen
11 – Sarah Brown
12 – Chancé Mathison
29 – Pastor Wim Mauldin
January
1 – Larry Dimmitt
3 – Cam McKinley
9 – Milt Brown
9 – Gail Romig
11 – Lanny Sillence
11 – Ann Borquist*

This picture, The Adoration of the
Magi, was painted by Florentine painter
Giotto di Bondone (1267–1337). The
Star of Bethlehem is shown as a comet
above the child. Giotto witnessed an
appearance of Halley's Comet in 1301,
and may have been inspired by that in
this painting.

14 – Kendra Johnson**
22 – Curtis Price
26 – Kiera Wenick
27 – Gene Clyde

*Special Interest Missionary
**Child of Special Interest Missionary

Scholars disagree as to what the star
actually was, or even whether it was —
but I believe it did exist and I love the
story from Matthew 2. Don’t wait for
this story to be read to you on Christmas Eve—read it yourself and enjoy
the texture and depth of it!
Barbara Johnson

Church Humor

BULLETIN BOARD
New Opportunities to Support our Greater Community
Marilyn has announced that, although we were no longer collecting used eyeglasses or the Campbell
Soup labels, she has located other opportunities to substitute for these.

A local optician will gladly accept used eyeglasses (readers or prescription) and
will distribute them where there is a need. You may place them in the plastic box
on the shelf above the coat rack, in the Fellowship Hall.

Also, we will be able to collect Boxtops for Education and donate them to
Wedgwood Elementary, to raise funds to purchase equipment and supplies.
These are not really boxtops any longer, but “coupons” found on many items,
not just food. A plastic box is available for these, next to the eyeglasses.

Items Currently Needed

Food
Canned Fruits
Canned Soups & Stews
Canned Protein Items (tuna, corned beef
hash, chili, peanut butter-especially crunchy)
Soy Milk/Rice Milk
Vegetarian Items (tofu, canned beans, soups,
chili)
Pasta and Rice
Canned Vegetables (pasta sauce, peas, olives, etc.)
Cooking oil

Other Items
Bar Soap
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste
Toilet Paper
Shampoo
Deodorant
Pet Food
Paper and Plastic Grocery Bags
Baby Diapers, Food, Formula and Wipes

